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The Annual Ken Merriman Fire Police Seminar will be 

held at the Shaker Road-Loudonville FD, Colonie, on 

Saturday, April 25th.  Registration is scheduled to start 

at 8 AM, conference at 9 AM.  There is no registration 

 

A Word from the Board of Trustees 

of the Firemenõs Home 
 

As many of you know, FASNY is attempting to 

cut costs anywhere and everywhere they can to try to bal-

ance the budget.  The Board of Directors has cut cost in a 

number of ways and unfortunately one was the elimina-

tion and reduction in staff of many of the committees.  

Hudson Valley lost a number of people that served the 

state for many years but for the most part we did retain 

many of our committee people.  This is going to save 

FASNY thousands of dollars in travel and expenses over 

the upcoming year.  There are many other cost cutting 

measures that are being implemented that should bring 

the expenses into line with our income. 

 

I need to make sure one thing is clear that one of 

the cost savings is not closing the Home in Hudson.  The 

rumor that FASNY is closing the Home has been running 

though out the Hudson a Valley and nothing could be 

further from the truth.  At this time there has been noth-

ing but cost cutting measures being done at the Home and 

the Trustees have worked hard to cut a substantial 

amount of money from their budget with no reduction in 

services to our residents or staff.  There have been no 

staff layoffs or reduction in benefits at this time. 

 

The trustees have cut back, or even eliminated 

some functions at the Home but the rumor that the An-

nual Cosmo Strigaro Softball Tournament is one of these 

functions, again is false.  The tournament will take place 

July 31st through August 2nd on the grounds of the Home 

in Hudson.  Teams are encouraged to get their registra-

tions in as soon as possible. 

 

The Home Trustees will continue to hold the line 

on spending, but not now, or anytime in the future, will 

these cost cutting measures ever affect the residents care 

or lifestyle.  We all believe that the ñHome away Homeò is 

not just are motto but a way of life that will be protected 

by every member of the Board of Trustees.  On behalf of 

Trustee John Farrell, Trustee Paul OôBrien and myself, 

Trustee Tom McKinney, we would ask that if you hear 

these rumors, or have questions in regards to the Home 

please ask one of us, or any other Trustee, and we will get 

you the correct and up to date information in regards to 

the Home. 

Tom McKinney 

FASNY Home Trustee 

 

A  Word from President 

Thomas McKinney 
 

I trust that most of the members of our association 

by this time have heard the disturbing news that James 

Wright passed away on March 3rd.  Jim was a wearer of many 

hats but the most recognized in the fire service was President 

of the Board of Trus-

teeôs at the Fire-

manôs Home.  His 

time and dedication 

to the members of 

the Home, the new 

Home and the ser-

vice to the employ-

ees of the Home was 

unmatched by any 

other president.  Jim 

was well known 

though out the state with his job as a reporter for the Bing-

hamton Press & Sun-Bulletin and covered numerous police 

jurisdictions, and was a court reporter in the Norwich area.  

As we all know, Jim was well respected in the fire service but 

most people have no idea how well respected he was in his 

field as a news reporter.  It was very impressive to see the 

honor guard of firefighters, police, FASNY and Central NY 

officers standing as one unit on the sidewalks of Norwich for 

the funeral service. 

 I would like to thank the many people, past officers, 

present officers, county directors and individuals that made 

the long trip to Norwich representing Hudson Valley at Jimôs 

wake and funeral.  It was very impressive to see the many 

ñred jacketsò in the crowd and I personally thanked as many 

as I could as I filed through as a trustee but I know I missed 

some. 

 
Tom McKinney 

 

See related article on page 10. 
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From Greene County: 
Congratulations Extended to Palenville F.D. 

    The Palenville Fire Department Ski Team captured 

the Silver Medal in the Northeast Firefighters Ski 

Race at Holiday Mountain Ski Park in Sullivan 

County on Feb. 28 with a time of 19.21 seconds. 

The Palenville team also captured second place two 

weeks earlier at the 27th Annual East Coast 

Firefighter Ski Race held at Hunter Mountain on 

Feb. 11 with a time of 20.55 seconds. 

    Both annual events feature teams of five firefighters 

in full turn-out gear maneuvering through a Giant 

Slalom course while carrying a 50-foot length of fire 

hose. This yearôs event at Hunter featured teams 

from several states as well as local representation 

by teams from Palenville, Cairo Hose Company and 

Lexington Hose Company. 

    The Palenville team will be awarded the Greene 

County Cup in September for being the top placing 

team from the county. This cup is currently held by 

last yearôs champion from the Lexington Fire 

Company. 

    In January, the team from Palenville competed in 

the Lakes Region Firefighters Ski Race in Western 

New York and finished fourth among teams from 

the United States and Canada. In 2009 

team members Chris Spitz, Evan Spitz, Kevin 

Lennon, Jim Castle and Blake Garrison. Other 

team members were Joseph Rothrock and Philip 

Kenny. 

+  +  +  +  +  +  + 

    CONGRATULATIONS CHIEF HILGENDORFF  
     Former RoundTop Fire Chief Richard Hilgendorff 

was recently honored for serving 38 years as Chief 

of the Fire District. The Greene County Legislature 

honored him with a proclamation, a County flag 

and a commemorative pin. Legislator William 

Lawrence read the county proclamation honoring 

Hilgendorff for his longevity as chief, as well as his 

efforts in improving the district with equipment 

and a second fire station. 

      Hilgendorff noted that he was most proud of the 

fact that RoundTop has a lack of serious firefighting 

injuries or fatalities during his time with the 

department. 

    Hilgendorff recently stepped down as Chief but will 

serve as 3rd Assistant Chief. In addition to his 38 

years as Chief, Hilgendorff has been a member of 

the department for 44 years. 

     Hilgendorff believes he was one of the youngest 

chiefs elected and also possibly the oldest to retire 

from the position. ñWeôre a close-knit group. 

Weôve had our problems but they always stay in 

house. Iôm confident in the way the guys work.ò 

RoundTopôs new Chief is Ed Maassmann, another 

longtime member whom Hilgendorff holds in high 

esteem. 
ñBoostedò from the Greene County Booster Line, 

Maureen Murphy, Editor 

      COXSACKIE HOSE CO.# 3 

    2009 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS:  

 
  PRESIDENT: ROBERT FRANK 

VICE PRESIDENT: STEPHEN SALLUCE SR. 

 SECRETARY: DONNA GIANOLA 

TREASURER: DAWN MARIE SMITH 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: DONALD DAOUST 

 

         

           BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

              LEO SYNAKOWSKI 

             YALE FRANK JR. 

                MARK MISURACA JR. 

               SAL SANTONASTASO 

             RAYMOND COOK 

 

                     YOUR HOST OF THE 2010  

          GREENE COUNTY VOLUNTEER  FIREMEN'S  

                     CONVENTION. 

 

Submitted by: 

Yale Frank, Jr. 
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News from 

The Home 
 

 

   Okay folks. Iôll be the first to admit it,. You people spoil us, the residents 

at the Home. I (We) would be remiss if I forgot to thank the Plattekill Fire 

Department and the Ladies Auxiliary of the Plattekill Fire Department for 

inviting some of us to share in their annual banquet. WE HAD A GREAT 

TIME! We lacked for nothing; our gracious hosts read our minds for our 

needs and wants. 

   On February 1, we were treated to a football party sponsored by the 

LAHVVFA. This was followed later that evening by the Homeôs version of 

NASCAR. The next day we had car races in the third floor Activities 

Room; this was followed by ñScrapbooking and Craftingò. In the evening 

we had the opportunity to enjoy a movie. 

   February 3 saw the Residentôs Council hold its meeting in the multi-

purpose room. On the fourth some residents traveled to Fireside Bakery to 

taste some fine baked goodies. 

   Greene County Ladies Auxiliary held the bingo game on February 11. 

My luck is changing, I won eight dollars. LUCKY ME! On February 25, 

LAFASNY held its monthly Birthday Party in the multipurpose room. 

   All these parties and races etc. are nice (great), but I should remind you 

that we do have some serious moments and events too. Each Sunday there 

is a church service for those who wish to attend; Wednesday morning is the 

weekly Communion Service for those who wish to partake. We also have a 

bible study group and other ñspecial interestò clubs and meetings. 

   Another thing that is spreading around the Home is personal computers. 

More and more residents are using them now that they can be installed in 

oneôs own room. Next time your around, ask for some email addresses, Iôm 

sure youôll get some new ones. 

   On a sad note, we all wish to express our condolences to the family of 

Mr. James W. Wright, President of 

the Board of Trustees of the Fire-

menôs Home. Jim passed away on 

March 3, 2009.  He will be deeply 

missed. He may be gone, but, he will 

not be forgotten. 
Submitted by: 

Mr. William C. Rosenhagen, Jr 

Resident. 

 

    Photos by JJB 


