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FINANCIAL SECRETARYôS  

OFFICE HOURS FOR CONVENTION  

 

Wednesday June 17th  8:00PM to 10:PM 

Thursday June 18th  8:00AM to 3:00PM 

Friday June 19th  8:00AM to 11:00AM 

 

Is the HVVFAõs Convention  Parade 

In Danger of Becoming Extinct???? 
 

On Sunday afternoon, April 26, 2009, HVVFA held their quarterly meeting at the new Lake George Firehouse. One 

very ñHOTò topic brought up for discussion is the future of the HVVFA Convention and Parade. HVVFA is known through-

out the State and beyond for its huge dress parade. Hudson Valley is one of only two NYS Sectionals that maintain the parade; 

however, look at our lineup for future conventions.  You do not have to look too far or hard, to see there are no hosts for the 

future.  Dutchess County was a willing taker until recently, when they found they had no taker  to handle the parade. They 

consequently backed out of the convention entirely. 

After some soul searching and hard work by our three presidents, they came up with a ñpossibleò solution. We could 

hire a promotional company to put on conventions and assist the local department with the parades.  In essence what will hap-

pen is we contract with the promoter for a period of three years at the cost of twelve thousand dollars a year (his fee). In addi-

tion, we will ñfrontò him ten thousand dollars as ñseedò monies, which he will repay to us on a 50/50 basis from the monies 

collected.  All arrangements will be made through his/her firm. This applies ONLY to the meeting(s) part of the convention; 

the parade part will remain the ñheadacheò of the Association and the ñhostò committee but the promotional company will be 

there to assist in logistical problems as they come up.  What is hoped for, is that ñABC Fire Departmentò will host the conven-

tion parade, make all the arrangements for permits, routes, line ups and all else that is involved, more easily and willingly 

since they will not have the responsibilities of lining up meeting halls, housing, fund raising and whatever other responsibili-

ties the promoter will shoulder (and there are many). 

Fund raising (the ñRedbookò) will remain the domain of the association and all profits that are received from the 

book will go to fund the associationôs programs as well as the $12,000.00 fee.  It is believed that once the promoter is up and 

running, the association should be depositing some monies back into our treasury. 

Since we have no takers for any conventions in the future, this appears to be our only solution to the problem.  It is 

vital to the health and strength of our organization that we continue our tradition of the convention and especially the dress 

parade. At the meeting a poll was taken of the more than 50 members of the association present and most members surveyed 

at this meeting were in favor of the concept.  The directors felt we should at least try to preserve our tradition and give the 

promoter a try. It may not be our answer, but hopefully, if itôs not, it will buy us some time to come up with another viable 

solution.  

The directors (present) voted unanimously to approve the concept to allow the promoter (Sherry Management, LLC) 

to continue to investigate, and to speak on behalf of the association with regards to hosting the convention in 2010 and 2011.  

This will give the promoter the opportunity to get realistic figures and people in place to put on a convention and parade.  He 

then will report back to the association at the convention in June so that all members can approve this contract.  This will be 

brought up on the floor for discussion and a vote by the membership on Friday.  It is important for all of the members of this 

association to be informed and make an intelligent choice in 

June.  This will be brought up in conjunction with the Conven-

tion Site Committee Report immediately following the Fire-

fighter of the Year Awards. 

 

This article was written by John  Balling at the request of presi-

dent McKinney.  It was added to, edited and approved by him 

for  publication at this time. 

Parade participants will be (were) notified by mail and or 

phone of their placement in the line up; mailings should be 

out by the third week of May. 

Units that have not received notification, and are not listed 

on the pages in this publication may still enter by going to 

the Convention Web Site at: 

hvvfa2009@hvvfaconvention.org 

And download request package. 

mailto:hvvfa2009@hvvfaconvention.org
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A Word from Retiring Director 

June L. Gunza 
 

 

April 18, 2009 

Dear Hudson Valley VFA Members: 

 I would like to thank each and every member of 

the Association for their support and help over the past 

eight years.  It does not seem possible that I have served 

two terms as a Director.  It is an experience that I will not 

forget and will always cherish.  It has been very reward-

ing to meet so many in the fire service and make so many 

acquaintances and friends while traveling up and down 

the valley.   

       Again thank you, it was an honor to serve you. 

 

Very truly yours, 

June L. Gunza 

Director 2001-2009 NYS Senator Vincent Leibell  

and HVVFA 2nd VP Vinny Galvin 

NYS Senator Vincent Leibell with 

WCVFA Officers Bob Moon and Bob Ruston 

2nd Annual Christian Becker Legislative 

Conference at Montrose  
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